CLOSE COMBAT WEAPON SYSTEMS

The CCWS Project Office manages the Tube-launched, Optically-tracked, Wireless-
guided (TOW) and Javelin weapon systems. CCWS is also responsible for managing
target acquisition systems to include the Improved Target Acquisition System (ITAS) and
the sustainment efforts of the Bradley TOW 2 Sub-system (T2SS) and Improved Bradley
Acquisition Sub-system (IBAS).

Mission

The CCWS Project Office is an umbrella organization under the Program Executive Office, Missiles
and Space, which exercises full-line authority over all planning, direction, and control of tasks and
designated associated resources involved in the Javelin Missile System Acquisition Category | (ACATI)
and the TOW family of missiles and the TOW Improved Target Acquisition System (ITAS) and the
related ancillary items and improvements to all these items. This responsibility includes all phases of
research and development, procurement, distribution, and logistical support for the purpose of
maintaining a balanced program to accomplish the U.S./allied objectives, including international
interchangeability and maintainability, and is provided in accordance with the direction and
authority from the Army Acquisition Executive. The office is responsible for coordinating all system
requirements with Field Commands, TRADOC, HQDA, OSD, and other Government Agencies, and for
coordinating and implementing programs into the Army’s Current and Future Forces.

For more information,
please contact:
PEO Missiles and Space
Close Combat Weapon Systems Project Office
Attention: SFAE-MSLS-CWS
Bldg 4505

Redstone Arsenal, AL 35898
(256) 955-7929
DSN: 645-7929
ContactCCWS@msl.army.mil
Visit the PEO MS website:
http://www.msl.army.mil
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CLOSE COMBAT WEAPON SYSTEMS

System Description - Javelin

Javelin provides the US Army and USMC a man-portable, fire-and-forget, medium-range missile with
enhanced situational awareness and precision direct-fire effects to defeat armored vehicles,
fortifications, and irregular targets in full spectrum operations. Javelin has a high kill rate against a
variety of targets at extended ranges under day/night, battlefield obscurants and adverse weather
conditions. The system consists of a reusable Command Launch Unit (CLU) with built-in-test (BIT), and
a missile encased in a disposable launch tube assembly. Javelin’s fire-and-forget technology allows the
gunner to fire and immediately take cover, to move to another firing position, or to reload. The Javelin
provides enhanced lethality through the use of a tandem warhead which will defeat all known armor
threats. A multi-purpose warhead is currently in development and is planned for ECP implementation
in FY14. This new warhead will increase effectiveness against soft and irregular targets while
maintaining lethality against armored threats. The performance improvements in Javelin Block |
Missiles are: increased maximum effective range to 2500m, improved warhead lethality, and reduced
time of flight.

System Description - TOW

The TOW family of missiles consists of the TOW 2B Missile, the TOW 2B Aero Missile, TOW 2A, and the
TOW Bunker Buster. TOW missiles are combat proven missiles that provides heavy anti-armor/assault
capability to the Army’s Infantry Brigade Combat Teams (IBCT), the Stryker Brigade Combat Team
(SBCT), and the Bradley equipped Heavy Brigade Combat Team (HBCT). TOW continues to be used in
Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF) as the weapon of choice in precision combat engagements. The
TOW Missile is optimized for performance against tanks and is also an effective precision assault
weapon against buildings and field fortifications. Current TOW production replaces the obsolete wire
guidance link with RF guidance link.

The TOW 2B missile is a fly-over, shoot-down version with the actual missile flight path offset above
the gunner’s aimpoint. The TOW 2B Aero modifications incorporate an aerodynamic nose to increase
the range to 4,500 m. The TOW Bunker Buster is optimized for performance against urban structures,
earthen bunkers, field fortifications, and light-skinned armor threats. The range of the missile is 65 m
to 4,200 m.

The ITAS system provides long-range, lethal anti-armor and precision assault fires capability to the IBCT
and SBCT. The ITAS fires all versions of TOW Missiles. ITAS uses a second generation forward-looking
infrared system, digital components, and an eye-safe laser range finder. The ITAS also incorporates a
position attitude determination subsystem that provides a far target location (FTL) capability.
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